
Worksheet 1.1

Quick Risk Assessment:  the D’s
Each family member should use this worksheet as a preliminary assessment of the 5 D’s and how they could af-
fect your current plan - or simple goals - for your future and the future of your farm. Start by keeping in mind the 
business, family, and personal goals of your family members. List the present plan in the column titled “Current 
Risk Management Plan”; for example, a document you currently have in place like a will. Next list the risks not 
addressed in the next column. Rank the possibility of this risk occurring in the next column. Then consider the 
impact on meeting the identified goals if this event were to occur. After completing these columns the 5 D’s rank 
the risks in priority from 1 to 5 or as high, medium, or low.  The last step is to identify steps to take to manage 
these risks. These steps become the building blocks of your farm transfer plan.  The plan should be reviewed and 
updated as changes occur in the business or the people involved, and as goals change.
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